THERES NO GG P
in Golf

The problem with discovering ltte-
known facts ofhistoryis chat they re often
sointeresingone cannot resstsharing them.
In 1838, US. Navy explorer Capain Charks
Wilkes led the Navy's first expedicion to
map the Pacific. After mapping Antarctica
and Havwai, he spent time mapping Puget
Sound. Heanchored n Discovery Bayand
senvsomefhissixvessels o map the Sound,
atone pointlanding in 2 small bay, which
he named for one of his Naval Academy
heroes, Augustus C. Ludlow. Wilkes had
entered the Naval Academy in 1818 athe
ageofowenty,fve yearsafer Ludlow had
perished in battle. Ludlow, born in 1792,
had entered the Academy in 1804 at the
ageof welve, graduaring in 1810, andwas
commissioned asanensign. Threeyearshate,
off the coast of Nova Scoria, Lieutenant
Ludlow was second in command to the
Capuain of the S, Frigate Chesapeake
§  James Lawrence, s they battled the ritsh
H.M.S, Shannon. Ludlow was mortally
wounded in the battle, and the ship was
eventually lost o the Britsh. Regardless
of the loss, Lawrence's words to Ludlow
were eventully sewn onto a batdle flag by
Admiral Perry and became the motto of
our navy: ‘Don'tgive up the ship.”

I doubr, however, that Wilkes ever
played golf— game for landlubbers. His
temperspured two courts martal,both of
which found him guity. s severity sup-
posedlyinspired Melvilles Captain Ahab,
but it could neverhave inspired good gof,
which requires endless parience, though [
am certain he must have been ingpired by
the view one can experience today from the
second tee at Ludlows Trail Coure. The
Trail is ne of three nine-hole venues; the
others are aptly named Tide and Timber.
"This past February | played the course. |
had previously played the Tideaand Timber
courses everal times in the late ninete,
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but remembered airysoggy conditionsin
the winters—too soggy, really. Horvever,
changes made during the past three years
were much better than rewriting history,
privlge normalyreserved for thesurvivors
ofbattles. Golfat Port Ludlow, however,is
o longer a batle with the elements.
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