BEST NEIGHBORHOODS

Port Ludlsm&v&, Wa

ature provided the set-

ting of evergreen forests

and  mountain-rimmed

waterw: Developers

inserted the amenities, then divided

the whole thing into 15 distinctive
neighborhoods for retirees.

The result: Port Ludlow, a 2,000-acre
planned residential and resort commu-
nity about 90 minutes from Seattle by
ferry and a mile-long bridge that floats
across the Puget Sound briny.

“It's perfect. Port Ludlow has every-
thing we were looking for,” says Tim
Perry, a retired police chief and college
professor. Tim, 64, and his wife, Sher-
ry, 61, moved here from Bellevue, a
busy Seattle suburb, during the 2000
Christmas season, a Christmas they will
long remember.

“We had Christmas Day at our condo
in Bellevue, then the next day the
movers came and packed up all of our
things, and here we are,” Tim s:

The Perrys are typical of Port Lud-
low’s retired couples who say they
were seeking a quieter, slower-paced
lifestyle away from big cities. But they
also wanted to be sure that they were
close 1o hospitals and shopping.

Port Ludlow, on the eastern shore of
Washington state’s Olympic Peninsula,
fits that description. Just 25 minutes
north by road is Port Townsend, a
charming seaport city, with the 42-bed
Peninsula General Hospital. And a half-
hour or so to the south is a major shop-
ping mall in the town of Silverdale.

Port Ludlow itself has top-rated para-
medics. In an emergency, arrange-
ments can be made to fly patients by
air-ambulance helicopters to medical
centers in Seattle. “We have it all right
here,” says Tim Perry.

If you are looking at a map of the
Pacific Northwest, Port Ludlow and
Port Townsend are in Jefferson Coun-
ty in Washington’s northwest corner.
Silverdale and Bremerton, the latter an
important Navy town, are in neighbor-
ing Kitsap County.
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Port Ludlow began in the 1870s as a
timber and shipbuilding town — a
company town. Pope & Talbot, then
the timber king of the Pacific Coast,
was the landowner. It was Pope & Tal-
bot's Port Ludlow sawmill that sup-
plied most of the lumber to re- build
Seattle after Seattle’s Great Fire of 1889.

The mill closed in the 1950s, and
Pope & Talbot decided to branch into
real estate with the first phase of a
planned community that soon was
chosen by the National Association of
Home Builders as the best residential
community for active adults in the
United States. In 2002, Pope & Talbot
sold the property to Port Ludlow Asso-
ciates, a subsidiary of HVC Partners, a
San Francisco-based real-estate compa-
ny with a portfolio of hotels, resorts
and office buildings.

Now it is Port Ludlow Associates that
continues to shape this contented com-
munity on Ludlow Bay. Neighbor-
hoods of single-family homes and
townhouses wrap around a 300-slip
saltwater marina, a 27-hole golf course
with three challenging “nines” (named
Tide, Timber and Trail), and The
Resort at Ludlow Bay, an elegant, New
England-style inn.

Golf is a year-round sport here
because of dependable mild weather.
Port Ludlow is sheltered by the
shadow” of the nearby Olympic Moun-
tains, which means that rain clouds

“rain

from the North Pacific Ocean dump
most of their moisture in the Olympics
instead of on Port Ludlow. Average
annual rainfall here is less than 20 inch-

es — and average temperatures are
about 4 degrees warmer than in the
neighboring Seattle area. Snow is so
rare that it isn’t even mentioned in vis-
itor information statistics.

Other major sports for residents

include hiking, bicycling, sailing,
power boating, fishing, clam-digging

and saltwater kayaking. “There is so
much to do here that I think of it as
Activityville,” says Tim Perry.

There are community clubs for
boaters, gardeners, stamp collectors, fit-
ness groups, wine fanciers, ham radio
hobbyists, cloggers, ballroom dancers,
fly fishers, bridge players, computer
operators and more. “The people here
are very active,” says Elizabeth Har-
mon, 65, a former health-education
specialist. “They are amazing.”

Capri Brixey, the 25-year-old com-
munications director for Port Ludlow
Associates, agrees. “Wow!” she says.
“Our residents are active and adventur-
ous. I really admire them.”

Elizabeth Harmon and her husband,
Ben, 71, moved here last May from
Fort Myers, FL. “The weather was great
in Florida, but the Fort Myers area was
becoming very congested,” says Ben, a
longtime businessman and real-estate
broker. “The climate here is invigorat-







